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XUGNG CA CHO AI?

Tiéu dé cua trién 1am ‘Xuéng ca cho ai?’ 13 15i cai bién tU mot cau thanh ngt, ngu y chi mot ngudi hao hing dung Ioi ca tiéng hat, nham thuyét phuc dam
dong nghe theo nhing y tudng cta minh. Trién 1d&m nhom lan nady muang tugng va suy ngadm vé nhiing ban khoan trén, tir ba géc nhin nghé thuat riéng
biét cta Phan Anh, Trdn Minh Bic va Ngoc Néu. O day, cau thanh ngli nguyén thuy da duge déi thanh mot cau hai, kich thich nguai xem tu van: liéu ta co
nén tin, co dong tinh, cd hiéu nhiing gi cac nghé si chia sé qua nghé thuat cta ho? Karl Marx tung néi, ‘Ton gido la tiéng thé dai ca nhiing than phan bi ap
buc, 14 nhip dap trong mot thé gidi khéng con trai tim, va 1a linh hdn cda nhiing tam thuc tréng réng. N6 1a thi ma phién ru ngl nhan loai.* 0 day, 6ng
dang &m chi d&n nhiing niém tin c6 t6 chic, cho rang chung la tac nhan che mat xa héi, khién ta khong thé phan dinh dugdc thuc té& ngay trudc mat minh.
Qua nhiéu phuong phap thuc hanh va chét liéu nghé thuét khac nhau, cac nghé si Phan Anh, Tran Minh Bic va Ngoc Ndu cling dang suy ngam theo chiéu
huéng tuong tu, théng qua qua trinh thir loai bé nhiing quy chup xa hdi (tht nha phién ké trén) ra khdi nghién ctu cla ho vé tu nhién, van hoa va tam linh.
C4 ba déu tin rang: nhiing gi4 tri vé niém tin (dugc truyén gidng qua cac cau chuyén va nghi thiic ma ta hoc thudc long va thuc hanh thanh thuc) can phai
dugc dién gidi lai trong b&i canh thé ky 21 hién nay. Xuat hién trong trién Iam la nhiing bai vat va biéu tugng chira dung tri thic: mot cudn s6 viét nhing ky
tu kho hiéu, nhitng canh tay bi dut lia khéi tugng dai, hay mét thanh vat dugc tai hién bang cong nghé ky thuat s6. Tat c& déu dat cau hoi vé cach thic ma
duc tin c6 thé khién ta trd nén mu [oa, nhat Ia khi nhiing cdng cu mang lai tri thic lai tré thanh y&m thé trudc sdc niing cta su hoai nghi, bi cat chi thé (va

vi thé chi c6 thé dugc ti&p can nhu mot dang ky Uc bi dut gay), hay phai dua vao cong nghé ky thuat sé dé ti€p chuyén giao va séng sot.

*Marx, Karl. ‘Gop phdn phé phdn triét hoc phdp quyén Hegel’ (‘A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right’). Cambridge University Press, 1970

(xudt bdn lan dau trong ‘Deutsch-Franzdsische Jahrbiicher’, 1843)



SINGING TO THE CHOIR?

‘Singing to the Choir?’ is an adaptation of a colloquial phrase that, for this exhibition, imagines a scene where an impassioned individual seeks to
convince his audience, through song, of their need to believe in his ideas. Yet they already appear to do so - evidenced in their reciting of his lyrics, of
their body gestures in unison with his ceremonial aplomb. But is this just a mere appearance? Do they really believe? Does habitual behavior, in the
practice of a belief, reflect genuine understanding of purpose? Is it, (or perhaps why is it), necessary for beliefs to be collectively performed? This
exhibition, titled ‘Singing to the Choir?’ metaphorically ponders on this aforementioned scene, though from three distinctly different artistic
perspectives, whereby the phrase has been turned into a question - and thus the artists ask our viewers - do you believe /agree /understand with what
they are trying to share? Karl Marx once said, ‘Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless
conditions. It is the opium of the people™. Marx refers here to organized religions, believing the illusions they inculcate prevent society from examining
the reality before them. In many ways, artists Phan Anh, Tran Minh Bic and Ngoc Nau, also examine similar sentiment, removing the opiate (social
assumptions) from their study of nature, culture and spirituality, believing the religiosity surrounding their value (the stories and rituals we recite and
practice) in need of re-interpretation in our 21 Century worlds. In this exhibition particular objects/symbols of knowledge are of focus - an
undecipherable handbook; an arm fragment from a sculptural monument; a digitized oracle - each investigating the potential blindness of faith where
the instrument of knowledge (that knowing of fact is true) possesses the weight of doubt; is accessible as dismembered memory only; or increasingly

reliant on virtual transmission.

*Marx, Karl. A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right. Cambridge University Press, 1970 (first published in ‘Deutsch-Franzdsische

Jahrblicher’in 1843)



Ngoc Nau

sn 1989, Thai Nguyén. Ngoc Nau la nghé si da phuang tién, tot nghiép khoa Lich st - Phé binh My thuat, BH My thuat Viét Nam. Thuc hanh cla c6 trai dai tu
anh dong, nhiép anh collage, tdi trinh chiéu video, hologram va augmented reality. Ngoc Nau da tham gia nhiéu trién 1am va du an nghé thuat tai Nhat Ban,
Hong Kéng, Bac Ireland, Han Quéc, Anh, Canada, Singapore va Viét Nam. Céc trién 1am tiéu biéu clia c6 bao gdm: ‘South Wind Rises Asia-Pacific
Contemporary Art Exhibition’, Trung tdm gido duc Nghé thuat Dai Loan (2018); ‘Asian Diva: The Muse and The Monster’, Bdo tang nghé thuat Seoul (2017);
‘In Search of Miss Ruthless’, Para Site, Hong Kéng (2017); ‘Technophobe’, The Factory, TP. HCM (2016); ‘Art Together With The Town’, Koganecho Bazaar,
Nhat Ban (2015) v.v.

b. 1989, Thai Nguyen. Ngoc Néu is a multimedia artist who graduated from the Vietnam Fine Art University, majoring in Art History and Criticism. Her work
spans from the moving images, video projection, hologram projection, to augmented reality and collage photography. Ngoc Nau has participated in
various exhibitions and art projects in Japan, Hong Kong, Northern Iceland, Korea, England, Canada, Singapore and Vietnam. Select exhibitions include:
‘South Wind Rises Asia-Pacific Contemporary Art Exhibition’, Taiwan Art Education Center, Taiwan (2018); ‘Asian Diva: The Muse and The Monster’, Seoul
Museum of Art, Seoul (2017); ‘In Search of Miss Ruthless’, Para Site, Hong Kong (2017); ‘Technophobe’, The Factory Contemporary Arts Center, HCMC (2016);
‘Art Together With The Town’, Koganecho Bazaar, Japan (2015) etc.



Lai van cha Trir ta Gidi han
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S6 tay tim thay, den LED, day dién,
bd mach dién tu

Kich thudc linh hoat theo khong gian
5 phién ban +1ban nghé si

Spell to kill evils & rid misfortunes
2019

Found notebook, LED light, cable,
electronic circuit

Installed dimensions variable
5ed.+1AP
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Nhom Vatt&lé1 Ritual Objects 1

2019 2019

Sap dat diéu khac va video don kénh: 5', HD, Sculptural single-channel video installation: &', HD,
mau, am thanh; khan tay, guong tim thay; color, sound; found handkerchiefs, mirror;

anh ky thuat so in decal PP digital print on decal

Kich thudc linh hoat theo khong gian Installed dimensions variable

Déc ban Unique



Nhom Vattelel

2019 Ritual Objects 1

Sé&p dat diéu khac va video don kénh: 5, HD, 2019

mau, am thanh; khan tay, guong tim thay; Sculptural single-channel video installation: %', HD,
anh ky thuat s in decal PP color, sound; found handkerchiefs, mirror;

Kich thudc linh hoat theo khéng gian digital print on decal

Déc ban Installed dimensions variable

Unique



Nhitng Ghi chi Phong canh (sé-ri) Notes on Landscape (series)

2019 2019

Anh ki thuat sg in decal PP, anh tim thay Digital print on decal, found photograph
33 x 47,5¢cm (dong khung) 33 x 47,5 cm (framed)

Déc ban Unique
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Nhiing Ghi chi Phong canh (sé-ri)
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Anh kj thuat s6 in decal PP, anh tim thay
33 x 47,5¢cm (dong khung)

Boc ban

Notes on Landscape (series)

2019

Digital print on decal, found photograph
33 x 47,5 cm (framed)

Unique
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